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REL: CO{TROUEtrtf CENTER OHEEK, NEAR PAROTfA}I

FBID JERIIANMemorandlum for Office Study only, by

0n ![ay 9, L9r9 I tmile a reconnalssanee survey of the fields lrrlgatett
by urater frtm Breakwater-Flood channel, southwest of Parowan, Utah, to learn
of the conclttion coqrJ-alnefl of by Ed. 1\1. Bent3-ey ln hls letter of Uay L, I9V9.

I fountl that the mter from Center creek ls norrnally dlvlded. into
nine Etreams, anil the water - flood. or other:r,rrise - which cannot be hancll-ett
by these nlne streams ls spllJledinto Breakwater-31ood channel whlch skirts
the toe of the nountaln south of Parowan antl flons wegt lnto what is caLledt
nBreakwater fieldls.r

For years the channel- was deep and carried. this surpLus water rrithout
trouble. In recent y€ars dans havo been placed. ln thls ehannel througb. the
fleld where fandng has been tlone on both sldes which hag cawecl lt to f111 up
conpletely. When the channel vmo open throughout and. surplus water came ciowa
into the f irst fielcl, the owner woulcl use the water as he cleslred; i.e. r Ed.
Bentley, or his predeeessor, wouJ.cl use what he wanted anfl tbe renalnder woul-d
go past his pJ-ace antl the nert ouaer woulcl tlo llkewise, the results being that
elght fleltts or more have used this hlgh or surplus water ln this nanner for
nore than J0 years. Slnee the channelsof Breakwater through the inlgatect
fields have been flJ.led, the surpluE, or flooii water, from the creek has found.
lts way lnto what ls called r$outh dltchn - one of the nine ditches carrlying
Center ereek Eater - eniil has been used by the water users whose turns nay be
on durlng the floocl.

Because of the oJ.cl practlce of ltr. BentLeyf s prealecassor uslng the
flootl ruater flrst, l{r. Bentley has glven aotlce that he ls golng to take the
surplus fl-ood rryater whleh now fincls its way througb Breakrivater channel into
the South tlitch from salil dlltch, regarclJ.ess of whose turrr, is on, or force the
owner, th.rough rryhose land the orlginal. Breakwates e[enns[ traverses, to open
up the o1c[ channel so thlg surplus water wou]-cl not flnil lts way lnto the South
dltch; thus, he (Bentl-ey) coulct get the water ag dld. his procleceesoro Tb.e

people olrnlng lanct through which tbls channeL ran tlo not want to open up the
old ehannel wblch ls now plantecl to crops, nor clo they want trfir.Bentley to put
control gates antl a wetr ln thelr canal for the purBose of taklng out the sur-
plus uratar. Tire people lnterested beve becorne conslclerably upset.

After golng over the situatlon with some of the lnterestecl partlesl llb.
Bentley secured from ![rj ForJ.er, the-]-ancl o$taer to the east, the'right to eon-
str:uct a short elitch fron the present Breaknmter channel to his fiel-clr By so
tloing, "he can secure the surplus water from Breaknvaterr as he bas tlone 1n the
pagtr antL the remlnder w111 flow lnto the"south ditch antl be used by Robert
fowfer, Clarenee Pend.leton, Ray antt CarI Morris, Beaver & Parowan Ban}r WtLllan
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